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The Secret Language of the Early Christian Mosaics, Prof. Slavik Tabakov

The Bulgarian Cutural Institute London cordially invites you
1o the lecture: The Secret Language of the Early Christian 3 (8|8 n 7 n 9
Mosaics Prof. Siavik Tabakov The frst four centuries of Christianity
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Christian identity the first Christians create a “secret

CeKpeTHUAT E3nMK Ha PaHHO-XpUcTusHckuTe Mosaiiku
Mpo¢. Chasuk Tabakos

MbpBUTE YETUPU BEKA HA XPUCTUAHCTBOTO Ca U3MbJHEHM C FTEPOU3BM M MbYEHMYECTBO. 3a Aa 03HAYaT XPUCTUAHCKATA
CW NPUHaANEXKHOCT XopaTa OT OHOBa BpeMe Cb34aBaT LA/ ,CeKpeTeH e3uK” 0T CMMBOJIM, KOUTO BK/OYBAT B
NpeKpacHUTE CU NPOU3BEAEHUA Ha M3KYCTBOTO. Tasn CUMBO/IMKA NPOAbAXKABA M B C/ieABaluuTe BEKOBE, HO MO-CKOPO
KaTo Tpaamuma. PAaHHO-XPUCTUAHCKUTE MO3alMKM Ca OT MaJIkOTO OCTaHaAW [0 cera CBMAETE/ICTBA 33 CUMBOJ/IMKATA
cb3fdageHa npes NbpeuTe BeKose cneg PoxkaeHneTo Ha XpucTta. Ha bankaHCKMA NOAYyOCTPOB Ce HamMMpaT e4Hu OT Hall-
6oraTtute U Hai-KpacueBM PaHHO-XPUCTUAHCKN MO3alikK. ToBa e eHO A0Ka3aTencTso, ye Tpakute n Unmpure
(NpeaunTe Ha xopaTa B cerawHUTe bbarapus, PymbHMA U NpeanwHata KOrocnaeua) ca nperbpHanu XpUCTUAHCTBOTO OT
CaMoTo My Hayano. CblLo Npes Te3n BEKOBE TPaKUTE U MANPUTE CbCTaBAABAT eAHa OCHOBHA YacT oT PumcKarta
MMnepusa 1 TeXHW NpeacTaBUTeNu cTasaT MmnepaTtopuTe, KOUTO Y3aKOHABAT XPUCTUAHCTBOTO (Fanepuit e poaeH B
Cepavka/Codus, a KoHcTaHTUH Benunku e pogeH B Hancyc/Huw). Becepata Ha npod. Tabakos HM BbBEXKAa B eANH
CPaBHMTE/IHO MAaIKO AUCKYTUPAH acneKT Ha pa3bupaHeTo Ha M3KYCTBOTO Ha MbPBUTE XPUCTUAHN — HEroBaTa
CMMBO/IMKA: OT pubaTa 40 pasanyHuTE reomeTpuyHmn dopmu. becepata we 6bae OT MHTEPEC 3a WMPOK CNEKTbP OT
caywartenu n e 6orato MaOCTpUpaHa ¢ M3obparkeHna Ha mo3ainkuTte ot Mnosams, AKBUAEA U OPYIN.

Mpo¢. Chasuk Tabakos e Buue-MpesnaeHT Ha MexayHapoaHua Cbto3 33 dusnMyHo-uHKeHepHU Haykn B MeauumHaTta. Cb3gaBa KoHUEenuuMaATa Ha
NbpBUTE B CBETA €-KHUTU U 06pasoBaTenHn 6asn AaHHK ¢ n3obparkeHus. MNapanenHo ¢ HayyHaTta cv paboTa, nocBelLasa cBOOOAHOTO CU Bpeme
3a U3y4yaBaHe Ha PAHHO-XPUCTUAHCKUTE N306PaKEHUA U CUMBOIMNKA.
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The Secret Language of the Early Christian Mosaics
Prof. Slavik Tabakov

The first four centuries of Christianity are a period full of heroism and martyrdom. In order to express their Christian
identity the first Christians create a “secret language” of symbols, and include these in their beautiful objects of art.
This symbolism continues in the following centuries, but mainly as a tradition. The Early-Christian mosaics are among
the few testimonies of the symbolism created during the first centuries after the birth of Jesus Christ. Some of the very
rich and beautiful Early-Christian mosaics are to be found in the Balkan Peninsula, a sound proof that Thracians and
Illyrians, who formed a significant part of the Roman Empire, and are the ancestors of most of the people of
contemporary Bulgaria, Romania and former Yugoslavia, have adopted Christianity very early. Even more important,
Emperors who legalised Christianity during this time came from the Thracians and lllyrians (Galerius was born in
Serdica/Sofia, Constantine was born in Naissus/Nis). The presentation of Prof. Tabakov gives an introduction to the
relatively less often discussed area of the meaning of Early Christian symbols — from the fish to the various geometric
forms. The presentation will be of interest to the general public, and is richly illustrated with photos from the mosaics
of Plovdiv, Aquileia and others.

Prof. Slavik Tabakov, FIPEM, FHEA, FIOMP is Vice-President of the International Union for Physical and Engineering Sciences in Medicine. He
creates the concepts of the first e-books and educational image databases. In parallel with his scientific work he dedicates his free time to
studying the Early-Christian images and symbolism.



